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MERRIMAC DOG TRAINING CLUB 
AWARDS INSTRUCTIONS AND CHECKLIST
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G.  ANNUAL AWARDS

1. Awards: MDTC issues three types of awards annually: Title, Triple Crown, and Dog of the Year (DOTY). Awards are presented annually at the following year’s Membership Awards Meeting. These awards are intended to celebrate and acknowledge members’ accomplishments on the hard work, dedication, and partnership with their dogs.    

2. Awards Committee: The Awards Committee will review and process all award applications.  All expenses, gifts and /or awards purchased by the Committee for the MDTC Awards program will be approved in advance by the BOD.  Expenses and approvals will be in compliance with all MDTC By-laws and Standing Rules budgetary restrictions.

3. Eligibility for All Awards: 
a. All dogs being submitted for any MDTC award recognition MUST be submitted by an owner who is currently a MDTC Member in Good Standing.
b. Members may only submit award applications for dogs they own and that live in their home.  
c. AKC recognized Parent Club titles will be accepted if those titles have been added to the dog’s AKC record.  
d. Dogs may be submitted posthumously.
e. Award packages MUST be completed no later than the submission cut off day which will be the last day of February in that presentation year.

4. Title Award: Title awards shall be for any AKC or AKC recognized titles earned in the calendar year.  AKC recognizes titles from many organizations, such as Barn Hunt, Disc Dog, Diving Dogs, and Flyball, which they do not directly issue but acknowledge through their Title Recognition Program. Members must apply through AKC for titles that are not AKC issued titles, but are recognized through the Title Recognition Program.  
5. Triple Crown Award:  This award is for individual dogs that have earned at least one (1) title in three separate AKC recognized sport disciplines or AKC programs within the same calendar year, such as Agility, Conformation, Obedience, Rally, Barn Hunt, Scent Work, Agility, or AKC Family Dog Program (CGC, CGCA, CGCU, Fit Dog, S.T.A.R. Puppy, ATT, etc.). Triple Crown awards shall be for any AKC or AKC recognized titles earned in the calendar year. 
6. Dog of the Year Award:  MDTC Dog of the Year (DOTY) awards will be presented to the outstanding dog of the year in each category/discipline, as determined by the highest accumulated points. Club trophies may be displayed in the club rather than being given to each member owner. Owners of award winning dogs will receive recognition, awards, and//or gifts presented by the Club during a special membership presentation as approved by the MDTC Board.  DOTY awards will be presented for the following categories:

a. Agility
b. Agility Preferred (AP)
c. Barn Hunt
d. Conformation
e. Conformation - National Owner-Handled Series (NOHS) effective 1 Jan 2026
f. Obedience
g. Rally
h. Scent Work
i. Versatility

7. Award Applications and Forms: Each award will require an application for consideration (Title, Triple Crown, and/ or DOTY awards) which will be reviewed and accepted by the Awards Committee.  These forms will be developed and maintained by the Awards Committee containing eligibility requirements, restrictions, instructions for application, point system/assignment, and deadlines for submission. The MDTC BOD will be kept aware of any changes and approve all updates to the process and forms.  Approved award forms will be made available to all members by distributing via the Club’s website, email, and/ or the newsletter.  





















 STEP	1 	MDTC Dog  Owner’s Name: 
	Phone #	Include on Crate Tag?         YES    of      NO
	 Email: 
	Dog’s  Call Name
	Dog’s Registered Name: 
	Dog;s Sex:  	Male   or   Female		Dog’s Age:	Include On MDTC Facebook Page: 		 YES   or   NO	Previous Triple Crown Winner:		YES   or   NO	New Triple Crown Crate Tag?		YES  or   NO
	Title’s Earned in Previous Award Year: (e.g.: RA - Rally Advanced, RATS – Barn Hunt Senior)
	List Any Special Recognition (e.g.: breed ranking, national invitations, placements, etc.):
STEP	2	Submit a story about a dog I wish to share at the annual Awards ceremony (limit to 150 words).  


      
STEP 3	- Select Award(s) you are submitting for the dog for (place a check mark / X below)	- Select all that apply below for titles earned ONLY between  1 Jan, 20XX  thru 31 Dec 20XX  of the award year which will be presented in the May of the following year.
TITLE	AWARD	TRIPLE CROWN	AGILITY  DOTY	AGILITY PREF’D	DOTY	BARN HUNT DOTY	CONFORMATION	DOTY	CNFOM 	NOHS DOTY	OBED DOTY	RALLY	DOTY	SCENT WORK DOTY
						 			



STEP	4 - A  		TITLE AWARD	List Title(s)  Earned for this Award Year : 		______________________________________________________		Submit photo for Title Award: ONE (1) PRINTED HARD COPY  8  X  10  PHOTO  in  landscape orientation
STEP 	4 - B		TRIPLE CROWN AWARD	 Select at Least 3 Titles Earned	  ___ Agility                  ___ Fast CAT	  ___ Barn Hunt           ___ Dock Diving 	  ___ Conformation	  ___ Family Dog (CGC, Trick, etc.)	  ___ Obedience	  ___ Rally                    ___ Other: ___________	  ___ ScentWork          		 Email FIVE (5) jpg formatted photos for Triple Crown to awards@merrimacdogtrainingclub.org	New Crate Tag Requested	(Circle) 		YES		or 		NO
STEP 	4 - C		DOG OF THE YEAR	(DOTY)	  Submit photos for Dog of The Year	Downloaded Dog of the Year application(s) from Club website	ONE (1) PRINTED HARD COPY  8  X  10  PHOTO  in  portrait orientation. You must provide ONE copy for EACH sport / discipline application.

         
DOUBLE CHECK THIS CHECK LIST TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE EVERYTHING SUBMITTED BEFORE THE DEADLINE - all items must be submitted together as an email, by mail or left in the Awards folder.  

AWARD PACKAGES CANNOT BE PROCESSED UNLESS 
THEY ARE COMPLETE

👇 Use any of the below methods to submit your application👇

STEP 	5 - B		 Submit applications by email to awards@merrimacdogtrainingclub.org
STEP 	5 - B	 	 By mail:   MDTC, PO Box 9187 (Attn: Awards) Hampton, VA 23670.
STEP 	5 - C	 	   Drop off at the club by placing the checklist, forms and hardcopy photos 	in the Awards folder located in the lobby. 

         
MDTC Board Approved as of NOVEMBER XX, 2025
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